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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FREDERICK BEOKER, of
the city and county of Albany, and State of
New York, have invented 2 new and useful
Device for Amusement and Instruction, of
which the following is o specification.

My invention relates to a device for instruct-
ive amusement ; and it consists in combining
with a base-piece having nearone of its edges
the letters of the alphabet, either alone or with
such other figures, phrases, or sentences as
may be desired, a movable top-piece arranged
to slide in guides on the top of the base-piece,
and adapted to move au index or pointer piv-
oted to said base-piece and extending toward
the letters, &ec., marked thereon, all sabstan-
tially as herein set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and to which ref-
erence is herein made, Figure 1 isa plan view
of my device with a portion of the top piece
broken away to show some of the underlying
parts; Fig. 2, a vertical section at the line z «,
and Ifig. 3 an end view.

As illustrated in the drawings, A is the
base-piece of the device, usually made of wood,
and having on its face, near one edge, an al-
phabet, a, or othersuitablecharacters or words,
preferably arranged in a curved line. The top

piece, B, made of wood or other light material,
is fitted to slide easily in the guides a’ and a?,
secured to thebase-piece,and rides on the anti-
friction rollers a?, inserted in said base-piece.
The sliding movement of the top piece is re-

stricted by stops a' and b, secured, respect-
ively, as indicated by their exponent letters,
to the base-piece and top piece, the opposing
pairs being arranged to engage and stop the
movement of the top piece. An index or
pointer, C, is pivoted to the base-piece at its
inner end, and extends outward through a
slotted opening under the guide «® until it
reaches the letters at the edge of the base-
piece. A pendent pin, Y, in the top piece en-
gages in a slotted opening in the pointer C
and connects the two together, so that the
pointer moves coincidently with the top piece.

This device is usually operated by two per-
sons, by each placing one hand lightly on the
top piece, B, and, in response to requests to
spell words, answer questions, &ec., their di-
verse efforts frequently produce great amuse-
ment for the spectators. It can also be util-
ized for the purpose of teaching children to
spell words. When so used one person may
operate it.

I claim as my invention—

The combination, with the base -piece A,
provided with an alphabet, a, or other char-
acters, as herein deseribed, of the sliding top
piece, B, and pointer C, thelatter being adapted
to move coincidently with said top piece, as
and for the purpose herein specified.

FREDERICK BECKER.

Witnesses :
WiLLiAM H. Low,
D. W. SEELEY.
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