Dec. 4, 1923, 1,476,158

G. C. HAFFNER
PSYCHIC INSTRUMENT
Filed Nov, 26, 1921

o ”

3 ) -z

’

: e T -

: . / ’ ’ N "/6‘

. : i s s s s e rrm G000 BYE beerdl o /\f .

7 |-l & N ol ez
~ . I

e

Lreverstor:

- GO Hariner:



10

15

20

25

30

o
(913

40

45

50

55

Patented Dec. 4, 1923.

'UNITED STATES

1,476,158
PATENT OFFICE.

" GRCVER C. HAFFNER, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

- PSYCHIC INSTRUMENT.

© Application filed November 26, 1921. - Serial Nd. 518,030. -

To all whom it may concern. :

Be it known that I, Grover C. HATFNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and

State of California, have invented new and-.

useful Improvéments in  Psychic Instru-
ments, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. : :

My invention relates to psychic instru
ments more commonly known - as ouija
boards, and a purpose of my invention is the

provision of an instrument of this character

comprising a board containing thereon leg-
ends and indicia, and which is tiltable to op-
erate an indicator for obtaining mediumistic
messages. : -

I will describe one form of instrument em-
bodying my invention and will then point
out the novel features thereof in claims. -

In the accompanying drawings, .

Figure 1 is a view showing in top plan
vention. .. . R .

Fig. 2 is a view showing the instrument
in end elevation. '

Referring specifically to the drawings in
which similar reference characters refer to
similar parts, my invention, in its present
embodiment, comprises a table including a
board B supported upon legs L which are
suitably braced with respect to the board
and to each other by means of wires W
which, as clearly shown in Fig. 1, are looped
at the points indicated at 15 to receive serews
for securing the wires to the board. The
ends of the wires are formed with lateral ex-
tensions 16 adapted to penetrate the legs L.

and to thereby securely hold the legs to the.

board B. As shown in Fig. 2, the table is

_adapted to be supported upon a base board

C, and to facilitate the tilting of the table
upon the board, the lower ends of the legs
are rounded and preferably covered -with
rubber caps 17. K o .

As illustrated to advantage in Fig. 2. a
shaft 18 extends through the board B and is
journaled in bearings 19 secured to the -op-
posite sides of the board. The upper end
of the shaft 18 is threaded to receive a wing
nut 20 for clamping a pointer or indicator
21 thereon, so that when the shaft is rotatéd
the pointer will be moved over the board B.
The lower end of the shaft 18 is provided
with a pulley 22 fixed to the shaft for rota-
tion therewith and above which is trained a

cord 23 having branch portions 24 and 25

one form of instrument embodying my in-.

which paés through a ring 26 secured to the
under side of the board B by wires 27. The

ends of the cords 24 and 25 are looped as

indicated at 28 and are connected to
secured to the base board C. : :

By this arrangement it will be seen that
with the table in position upon the board C
as shown in Fig. 2, any tilting movement in
the direction of the arrows will effect rota-
tion of the pulley 22 through the medium of

pins 29

the cords 23, 24 and 25 by virtue of the fact .
that the ends of the cords 24 and 25 are.
fixed. Rotation of the pulley 22 obviously .
effects rotation of the shaft 18, and the latter -

in turn causes rotation of the
about the shaft 18 as a center. :
For normally maintaining the pointer in

pointer 21

-a- definite position upon the board B, a

second pulley 30 is fixed to the shaft 18, and
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to this pulley is anchored one end of an elas- .

tic cord 31, the opposite end of the latter be- -
ing secured to a hook 382 sustained on the:

board B. The elastic cord 81 serves to urge
the pulley 30 and consequently the shaft 18
to a definite position so that the pointer 21 is
caused to occupy a corresponding position.
It is to be understood however that the ten-
sion of the cord 31 permits rotation of the
shaft 18 when the table is tilted to effect

-movement of the pointer over the board.

However, when the table is restored to per-

pendicular position, the elastic. cord 31 op-:
erates to return the pointer to normal.posi--
.tion upon the board. v ’

As shown in Fig. 1, the board B is pro-
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vided with the legends and indicia arranged .

“in the form: of arcs which are concentric to
each other and to the axis of the pointer 21 :
.95

In the present.instance I have shown three
arcs, the outermost arc -indicated at A. be-
ing a legend arc, and.the two. innermost.
designated at A2 and A2, respectively, being
indicia arcs.
the letters of the alphabet, while the arc A2
contains numerals from one to ten, the days

The indicia arc A% contains - = -
1100

of the week, with time symbols A. M. and

P. M. at the ends of the arc.

employed in obtaining the mediumistic mes-
sages and through the operation of the
pointer 21. ' :

In the operation of the iﬁstlfliment, two -

‘persons place their hands upon' the board:
110

B in the manner shown in Tig. 2, and by

tilting of the table in either direction, the:
‘pointer is moved over the board to indicate’

» It will be un-
derstood that these legends and indicia are
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different legends or indicia Whereby the

medinmistic messages ave obtained. . It is to-

be particularly noted that irrespective of the
direction in which the table is ‘tilted, the
pointer moves counter clockwise over the
board as when viewed in Fig. 1, this actien
of course being against the tension of the
elastic cord 31 so that when the table occu-
pies a perpendlcular position, the pointer
will be restored to its normal position.

Although I have herein shown and de--

scribed only onme form of instrument em-
bodying my invention, it is to be understood
that various changes and modifications may
be made herein without departing from the
spirit of the invention and the splnt and
scope of the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1.. An instrument of the character de-
scribed comprising a. table mounted for tilt-
ing movement an indicator mounted for
movement over the-table, and means con-
nected to the indicator and associated with
the table so as to be operable by tilting of
the table to eﬁect movement of the indi-
cator. '

2. An ingtrument of "the character de-
seribed comprising a table mounted for tilt-

ing movement in two directions, an indi-

cator pivotally. mounted for rotational
movement on the table, and means connect-
ed to the indicator and asseciated with the
table to effect movement of the indiecator
in one direction when the table is tilted.
3.7An instrument of- the character de-
seribed comprising a table mounted for tilt-
ing  movement, an indicator pivotally
mounted to .occupy various p081t10ns upon
the table, means for urging the indicator

-to a definite position upon the table, and

means connected to the indicator and  as-

‘sociated with the table so-as to-be operable

by tilting -of the table -to effect movement
of the indicator -against the action of said
urging means.

4. .Kn instrument of the character de-

scribed comprising a table mounted for tilt-

ing  movement, an llldlc‘ltOI rotatably
mounted on the table, means for urging the
indicator to ‘a - definite position upon the
table, and means connected to the indicator
and assoclaued with the table so as. to be
operable by tilting of the table in two di-
1ect1ons to eﬂect movement  of the indi-
cator in one dll'eCtIOIl against the actlon of
smd urging means.

1,476,158

5. An instrument .of the character de-
scribed comprising a -table ineluding a
board, and legs having rounded ends, a base
board for supportmo ‘the- table, an indi-
cator rotatably mounted in the board of
the table:for movement over the -board,
means for urging the indicator to a definite
indicating position on the board, and means
connecting: said base board and said indi-
cator to effect movement .of the latter
against the action of said urging means
when the table is tilted upon the | base board.

An instrument of the character .de-
scribed - comprising  a- table -including a
board having indicia and legends thereon,
legs for supporting the beard and having
rounded free ends, a base board for support-

. ing the table, a shaft journaled in the table

boaxd an indicator carried by the shaft for
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movement over the board, means for wrging
the shaft to cause the indicator to oecupy a -

definite- indicating position on. the board,.

and flexible connections hetween. said shaft

and base board for effecting movement of
the indicator in one direction and against
the action of said urging means when the
table is tilted in either of two directioms. -

7. An  instrnment- of the .character de-
gcribed comprising a board mounted -for
tilting movement and having thereon In-
dicia and legends arranged in econcentric
arcs, an- indicator rotatably mounted .on
the board at a point axially with respect to
circles defined by the arcs, and means con-
nected to the indicator and associated with
the board for actuating the indicator by tilt-
ing the board.

8. An instrument of "the character de-

scribed comprising a board, mounted for
tilting movement, an indicator pivoted for
movement over the: board,
means connected to the indicator and as-
sociated with the board to effect movement
of the indicater - when the board is tilted.

9. An instrument of the character de-
scnbcd comprising a board having rockable
portions to allow tilting of the hoard an in-
dicator pivoted for. mo**ement ‘over " the
board, and flexible
indicator and associated with the board for
effecting movement of the 1nchcat01 when
the board is tilted.

peans’ connected to . the
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and - flexible -
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In testimony whereof I have s1,gned my :

‘name to this spe01ﬁcat10n

GROVER C. HAFF‘TER




