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To all uphon, it may concern: 
Be it, known that I, FRED S. CAA.PBEEL, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident, 
of Lynn, in the county of Essex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented an im 
provement in Psychographs, of which the 
following description, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a specification, 
like characters on the drawings representing 
like parts. 
This invention relates to devices of that 

class wherein a member moves under the 
hands of one or more persons without volun 
tary control by such persons of its move 
ment. As the movements are sometimes as 
cribed to supernatural agencies, such devices 
have been given the name psychographs. As 
regards the present device advance no ex 
planation as to the cause of these movements 
and the device may be considered as an ap 
paratus of psychical research or as a parlor 
game. The fact is, however, that the mech 
anism will operate as hereinafter described 
giving signals which may be interpreted as 
desired. 
My invention will best be understood by 

reference to the following description of the 
illustrative embodiment thereof shown by 
way of example in the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the apparatus; and 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation. 
Referring to the drawings the apparatus 

here shown comprises a suitable base 3 on 
which is mounted the planchette 5 on which 
the hand of the user may rest and which is 
adapted for involuntary movement under 
the hand. The planchette 5 may be given 
if desired a suitable fanciful form and here 
in have shown it in the form of an incense 
burner or censer having a cloud of Smoke 
issuing from the mouth thereof. The plan 
chette 5 as best shown in Fig. 2 may be 
swivelled on the base by a bearing 7 permit 
ting it to swing freely thereon but in the 
present instance this movement is limited 
and means are provided for giving a suitable 
audible signal at certain positions of the 
planchette. For example the planchette 5 
may oscillate in a comparatively short arc 
between the fixed posts 9 arising from 
the base and is adapted to strike thereagainst 
with a rap as it swings. These raps may be 

interpreted in desired manner. For ex 
ample certain numbers of raps may be in 
terpreted as “yes, “no’ and other simple 
answers to questions. For other messages 
the alphabet may be recited and words spelt, 
out by the indication of the planchette giv 
ing an audible signal as a letter is arrived 
at. This method or code of cominunication 
is well known and commonly understood. 

In operating devices of this character an 
utmost Seriousness of demeanoi' in the user 
is essential. To facilitate this, suitable 
means may be provided on the base for fix 
ing the attention and preventing any con 
scious control of the movement of the plan 
chette under the hands. Conveniently this 
attention-fixing means includes a 'epresenta 
tion of the human eye, the hypnotic powers 
of which are well understood, and I have 
herein shown on the base the human heads 
i1 which may suitably represent a yogi or 
mystic, the object being to attain a proper 
suggestive atmosphere. - 

In the construction as shown the plan 
chette has a simpie rhythmic movement and, 
Oscillating in a limited path, prevents waste 
of time and erratic or futile movements. 
The attention being fixed by the representa 
tions 11 on the base of the board, the plan 
chette under the hand will soon start into 
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a regular rhythmic sway independently of 
any voluntary muscular control by the user 
and in the course of this swaying movement 
will from time to time strike one or the 
Other of the posts, giving an audible signal. 
Such an audible signal is much more inter 
esting and dramatic to the user than a mere 
graphical signal. - 

Having thus described in detail the par 
ticular form of my invention shown by way 
of example in the accompanying drawings, 
the principles exemplified thereby which I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent shall express in the following 
claims: 
Claims: 
i. An instrument of the class described 

designed to convey messages audibly com 
prising a base, a planchette swivelled there 
on to oscillate under involuntary control of 
the hand, stop means limiting the movement 
of the planchette to a relatively short arc 
and cooperating with the planchette to give 
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an audible signal whereby the normal opera 
tion of the instrument will afford a series of 
audible signals having an interpretable sig 
nificance. - - - 

2. An instrument of the class described 
designed to convey messages audibly com 
prising a base, a pianchette mounted there 
on for a delimited movement of small ampli 

tude under involuntary control of the hand 
and cooperating means to give audible sig- 10 
mals at certain positions of the planchette 
within its normal operative range. 

in testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification. - 

FRED S. CAMPBELL. 

  


