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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Steeuen N. Gruew,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wooster, in the county of Wayne, State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Toys; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This. invention. relates to toys, particu-
larly of that character which are known as
talking boards.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simply arranged and constructed device
for use 1 making so called “spirit readers,”
or for “telling fortunes.” With this ob-
ject in view, I have provided a swinging
board or base with which is associated a
slidable element which constitutes an indi-
cator, and is controlled by the hands or
fingers of an operator or operators.

In the drawings: »

Figure 1 is a plain. view of the device,

Tig. 2 is a longitudinal section,

Ifig. 8 is a transverse section, and,

Fig. 4 1s a side elevation of the indicator
device.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates a base which forms the
bottom of a receptacle having the low and
side end walls 2, the upper face of the base
1 i provided with a smooth plane surface
over which a movable element or rider 3
may progress with ease. Extended longi-
tudinally across the receptable, and having
its ends rested upon the end walls thereof,
is a board or platform 4 which is provided
with the longitudinal slot 5 which extends
practically throughout the length of the
platform. The upper face of the platform,

-upon both sides of the slot 5, is provided

with a duplicate series of characters 6 which
may consist of the letters of the alphabet,
numbers, or words and phrases, or a combi-
nation of all of these.

The rider 3 consists of a base of suitable
extent to provide an even and easily moved
support which is carried by the slide pieces
or feet7, the latter permitting the rider to
slide freely over the base 1. The base of

the rider extends transversely below the
platform 4, and at its ends is enlarged
into the heads 8 which stand free of the
platform 4, and are suitably conformed to
provide convenient resting places for the
fingers or hands of operators. Rising from
the center of the rider base is the standard
9 which projects through the slot 5 and
above the latter terminates in a transverse
extended head 10 which not only holds the
rider in permanent engagement with the
slot 5, but is tapered at both ends so as to
point the characters as the rider is moved
to and fro from the slot 5.

The device is used in an obvious manner,
the operators sitting upon opposite sides of
the board, and resting the fingers or the
hands upon the heads 8, the movement of
the rider transversely of the board bringing
the indicator head 10 into chance indicat-
ing position over the character 6 in succes-
sive relation to spell out or indicate the so-
called “fortune” of the operators.

The device which has been described pro-
vides a very simple and inexpensive one,
which may be constructed for wide dis-
tribution.

What I claim as my invention is:—

A device of the character described, com-
prising in combination, a shallow structure
having a plane surfaced base board, a longi-
tudinal indicator platform carried in spaced
relation to the base board and having indi-
cating characters  thereon, said platform
having a longitudinal slot throughout its
length, a rider movable over the base board
and below the platform, enlarged operating
heads projecting from opposite ends of the
rider and clearing the platform, a standard
on the rider projecting through the slot,
and an indicator head on the upper end of
the standard over-lying the platform in
indicating relation to the characters on the
latter.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

STEPHEN N. GREEN

. Witnesses:
W. E. BoNTRAGER,
E. J. Houser.

Coples of this patent may be obtajned for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
- Washington, D, ¢.*
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